
TOWN OF SHEFFIELD 
COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 
                 MARCH 4, 2010 

             DOWNSTAIRS MEETING ROOM 
             4:00 PM 

 
Commission Members Present:   Denise Rueger (Chair) 

            Noah Parsons (Vice Chair) 
             Dave Wells [assisted by Nan Wells] Clerk 
                                    Don Perry 
      Judy Steindler  

 
Commission Member Absent:      Laura Grunfeld 

Hope Swanson (let us know she was     
….withdrawing her name from the Commission 
...but seemingly has not done so officially) 

 
Members of the public:               Nancy Perry 

 
Chair Rueger called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 Perry moved to approved the minutes from the February 18, 2010 meeting, 
seconded by Parsons.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
TWO NEW  MEMBERS APPOINTED TO THE COMMISSION ON 
DISABILITIES:  The Board of Selectmen approved two new members to the 
Commission on Disabilities … Judy Steindler and Hope Swanson.  The 
Commission welcomed Judy to our Commission and introduced ourselves.  We 
gave her a very general update on our mission and a very brief overview of 
some of the issues we were working on and accomplishments already 
achieved. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MAKE THEMSELVES 
KNOWN AT A PRESENTATION TO THE LOCAL KIWANIS CLUB TUESDAY 
EVENING, MARCH 2, 2010 AT THE BRIDGE RESTAURANT.  Rueger 
introduced Commission members at the meeting of the local Kiwanis Club.  We 
enjoyed a wonderful dinner after which we made a presentation of the goals of 
the newly formed Commission and projects already underway.  We thanked the 
Kiwanis Club for having us and for supporting our up and coming Seminar on 
March 18 and asked Rueger to pass on our appreciation to the Aktion Club for 
their support with the light refreshments, as well.    We rather congratulated 
each other on a successful evening.             
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VICE CHAIR APPOINTED:  
Perry nominated Parsons to the position of vice Chair, seconded by Wells.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
                                                           
 
SECRETARY APPOINTED:   
Parsons nominated Dave [Nan] Wells for the position of Secretary, seconded by 
Perry.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
UPDATE ON CHANGING SHEFFIELD VOTING FROM TOWN HALL TO THE 
AMERICAN LEGION HALL: Parsons in conjunction with the Sheffield Voting 
warden has suggested that the May location continue to be the Sheffield Town 
Hall. The months following can be used to give adequate notice to Sheffield 
residents to the change of voting location … The American Legion Hall. 
Therefore, the return to the American Legion Hall for voting will start with the 
September Primary.  It will remain at the American Legion Hall until the new 
Senior Center is ready to take on the voting within their new building. 
 
FINALYZING DISABILITIES’ SEMINAR PRESENTATION FOR MARCH 18, 
2010: Rueger went through Grunfeld’s E-Mail of items that still needed to be 
addressed to assure that our Seminar would meet with success. 
 

All Commission members will be at the Town Hall to help set up at 3 PM.  
(Judy will come around 5PM)  Expected attendance approximately 40 -50.  
Contingency plans for a larger attendance was discussed regarding food and 
coffee.  The question was asked as to the allowable capacity of the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room. [We don’t know]  Food will be out at 5:00 PM especially coffee. 

 
Members shared places they have posted or will post the DISABILITIES’ 

SEMINAR Posters. 
 
COMMISSSION ON DISABILITIES’ LINK on the TOWN WEB SITE:  We 
will give a list of needs for our portion of the web site to Rhonda/Joe so that 
they are not inundated with multiple requests. 
 
 
THANK YOU CARDS/LETTERS:  Perry suggested and then moved that we 
send Thank you s to the Sheffield American Legion Commander and to the 
Pittsfield Goodwill for their many years of support to the citizens of Sheffield 
with disabilities, seconded by Parsons.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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MAY 13, 2010, PITTSFIELD COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES’ MEETING: 
reminder to put May 13th on our calendars in order to attend the Pittsfield 
Commission on Disabilities’ meeting at 3 PM.  More to follow on this matter. 
 
NEXT MEETING FOR THE SHEFFIELD COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES: 
the next meeting for the Sheffield Commission on Disabilities will be Thursday, 
March 18, 2010 … THE DISABILITIES’ SEMINAR. 
 
“TWO CHOICES” – A MOVING DISABILITIES’ PERSONAL ACCOUNT WAS 
READ:  Wells (Dave/Nan) closed the meeting with reading of a very moving 
personal account of a father explaining that we have two choices as he 
recounted a situation with his mentally and physically challenged young son 
who wanted to get a chance to play with other boys who were playing baseball 
in the park.  Copies of the reading were handed out to the members. 
 
Wells signaled to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Perry.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairman Rueger adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m.. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Dave Wells [assisted by Nan Wells] 
Clerk 
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