
TOWN OF SHEFFIELD 
COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 

             MARCH 18, 2010 
 

             DISABILITIES’ TRAINING SEMINAR: 
       What can Sheffield’s Commission on Disabilities Do For You? 

         TOWN HALL UPSTAIRS SELECTMEN’S MEETING ROOM 
          3:00 PM 

 
Commission Members Present:   Denise Rueger (Chair) 
                                                Laura Grunfeld 

            Noah Parsons (Vice Chair) 
             Dave Wells [assisted by Nan Wells] Clerk 
                                    Don Perry 
      Judy Steindler  

 
Guest Speakers:                         Jeff Dougan, Assistant Director for 
………………………………………………………………Community Services for the 
……………………………………………………………..Massachusetts Office on Disability in 
……………………………………………………………..Boston 

 
  Mary Makuc, from Monterey, Massachusetts,  

…………………..disability rights advocate since 
…………………..sustaining a spinal injury in 1983. 

 
Sheffield Town Administrator:                       Joe Kellogg 
Sheffield Assistant Town Administrator:         Rhonda LaBombard 
Sheffield Town Clerk:                                   Felecie Joyce 
Sheffield Town Tax Collector:                        Mike Ovitt 
Sheffield Town Building Inspector:                Tom Carmody 
Sheffield Board of Selectmen:                       Julie Hannum & Renee Wood 
Sheffield Board of Health:                            Barbara West 
Sheffield Board of Assessors:                       Tammy Blackwell 
Sheffield Voter Warden:                               Candice Parsons 
Cerebral Palsy Organization of the Berkshires:  Christine Singer & Janine 
……………………………………………………………………………………Snizek  
Aktion Club:                                              Natasha Lorick 
                                                                  Eric Schumann 
Aktion Club Advisor:                                     Denise Rueger 
 
 
Sound System:                                               Tom Ingersoll (did not attend   
……………………………………………………………………………………but donated the set up and 
…………………………………………………………………………………..use of the sound system)  
 

Commission on Disabilities 
                                                                   March 18, 2010 
                                       Page 1 of 4 



 
 
CTSB                                                             Nick Ring, Amory (Nick did not 
…………………………………………………………………………………..attend but arranged for 
………………………………………………………………..Amory to attend and do 
…………………………………………………………………………… .the video taping)                         
………………………………………………………… 
 
Microphone:                                                Becky Schirbir 
 
Members of the public:                                44 or 45 
                                                                
Chair Rueger did not call this meeting together because it was a  Disabilities’ 
Training Seminar. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Minutes were Not read because this meeting was a special one. 
 
Rueger, Grunfeld, Parsons, Perry, and Wells (assisted by Nan Wells) met at 
3:00pm to set up the upstairs Selectmen’s Meeting Room. 
 
JEFF DOUGAN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR COMMUNITY SERVICES FOR 
THE MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE ON DISABILITY IN BOSTON TOOK A 
WALKING TOUR/INSPECTION OF SHEFFIELD’S TOWN HALL FOR ADA 
COMPLIANCE REGS. WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ON 
DISABILITIES PRIOR TO THE SEMINAR: Jeff Dougan showed areas of 
compliance and those areas not in compliance.  He took photos of the non ADA 
compliant areas.  On March 22 he sent the Commission and cc: Sheffield Town 
Administrator copies of his “Town of Sheffield Town Hall Accessibility Site 
Survey.”  The original document appears in the Commission on Disabilities’ 
Minutes’ notebook. 
 
SHEFFIELD TOWN ADMINISTRATOR, JOE KELLOGG OPENED THE 
SEMINAR WITH A FEW WORDS REGARDING THE NEWLY FORMED 
SHEFFIELD COMMISION ON DISABILITIES AND NOTED THAT IT WAS 
THE DREAM CHILD OF A REVERED SHEFFIELD MEMBER, JACK POLLITT, 
BEFORE INTRODUCING THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION:  
 
MARY MAKUC FROM MONTEREY WAS THEN INTRODUCED:  Mary 
sustained a spinal cord injury in 1983 and addressed the issues on how others  
can make people with disabilities feel welcome whether it is a business, a town, 
other citizens etc.  She spoke from the heart as she described her experiences 
as a person with a disability. 
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JEFF DOUGAN SPOKE NEXT: Jeff covered the duties and expectations of the 
Commission on Disabilities at all levels and he outlined the aspects of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act that apply to Town governments and to 
businesses that serve the public.  At the end of his presentation he opened up 
his presentation to questions/responses from the audience. 
 
A MEMBER OF THE BERKSHIRE COUNTY CEREBRAL PALSY 
ORGANIZATION SPOKE: 
 
A COUPLE OF HOUSE PARENTS FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH 
DISABILITIES INTRODUCED THEMSELVES AND INTRODUCED SOME OF 
THEIR FOSTER ADULTS: 
 
THE AKTION CLUB 1st PRESIDENT, NATASHA LORICK and 2nd 
PRESIDENT ERIC SCHUMANN SPOKE:                                                                
                                                         
SOME DISABILITY-RELATED AGENCY AND ORGANIZATION 
REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDED BUT DID NOT SPEAK ON MIKE: TIM 
ANDENMETTEN OF THE MASS. REHAB COMMISSION, SUSAN 
HUMPHRIES, KATRINA KRAMLICH, AND JULIET TEMOURIAN OF THE 
AUTISM TREATMENT CENTER OF AMERICA, GAIL ALTMAN-ORENSTEIN 
OF THE LEE VNA, NANCY ARMSTRONG OF THE LENOX ADA 
COMMISSION, JOHN ARTHUR MILLER OF THE SHEFFIELD SENIOR 
CENTER, TRUDY MILLER OF THE SHEFFIELD CULTURAL COUNCIL, AND 
JEANNE & RAY MOULTHROP OF THE CLARKSBURY COUNCIL ON 
DISABILITIES.  TOWN BUILDING OFFICIALS FROM LENOX, PITTSFIELD 
AND W. STOCKBRIDGE ATTENDED AS WELL: 
 
 
THERE WERE MANY PAMPHLETS, BROCHURES, a CD/DVD FOR ISITORS 
TO TAKE WITH THEM INCLUDING A GOODY BAG HANDED OUT BY THE 
CEREBRAL PALSY ORGANIZATION OF THE BERKSHIRES: 
 
            
THE SEMINAR ATTENDEES ENJOYED THROUGHOUT THE TRAINING 
SESSION ALL KINDS OF FINGER FOODS, LITTLE SANDWICHES AND 
SUBS, COOKIES, BROWNIES AND FRESH FRUIT ALONG WITH COFFEE, 
TEA AND SODA SPONSORED BY THE KIWANIS CLUB AND THE AKTION 
CLUB AS ONE OF THEIR COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR THE YEAR: 
 
The Disability Training Seminar was over around 8:00 pm with the Commission 
Members staying after to put things back and clean up. 
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Rueger did not “officially” close the Commission meeting because it was a 
Training Seminar. 
 
NEXT MEETING FOR THE SHEFFIELD COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES: 
the next meeting for the Sheffield Commission on Disabilities will be Thursday, 
April 1, 2010. 
 
 

    
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Dave Wells [assisted by Nan Wells] 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
` 
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