SHEFFIELD PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES

SPECIAL PERMIT HEARING 

APPLICANT: SPRINT-NEXTEL


Thursday, January 10, 2008

The hearing was opened at 8:00 PM.  

Sign-in sheet attached

Members present were: Rene Wood, David Smith Sr., Margaret Martin, Christopher Tomich  and Anthony Gulotta. 

C. Tomich moved to open the hearing.  The motion was seconded and approved.

D. Smith Sr. read the notice of the hearing.  C. Tomich explained the procedure of the hearing.

Attorney Jaqueline Murray presented 2 copies of SPRINT-NEXTEL’ s revised application.  She explained that they currently have 12 antennas installed and that their plan is to remove 3, one from each side, and replace them with new antennas which match the current technology.  She explained that Sprint and Nextel have merged and that this means that the technology from each company must be merged.  They will also add an equipment cabinet in the equipment shed.  

R. Wood asked if this changed the emissions?  Atty. Murray said no, based on the forms submitted by the RF engineers.

R. Wood asked if this changes the coverage for Nextel customers.  Atty. Murray said no, rather she said this merger will provide new coverage for Sprint customers.

R. Wood asked where correspondence should go after this application is finished?  Atty. Murray gave an address.

Atty. Murray stated that  2C certification was submitted for Planning Board requirements.   R. Wood asked about an RFC certification form.

M. Martin asked what area the towers would cover?  Atty. Murray said they generally cover a 3-5 mile radius around the tower.  M. Martin asked if there are other towers locally?  Atty. Murray said there is one in Stockbridge and one in Great Barrington and that these have been modified.

R. Wood explained that in the initial application they had to show coverage and that that is upstairs in a file.  

C. Tomich asked for public comment.

Jim Larkin stated that initially the town was supposed to get placement  of its emergency communication equipment on the tower at the time service at the time of work being done.  R. Wood remembered that, but she thought those arrangements would be made with the tower owner and that it was up to the town to pursue it if it wanted equipment placed.  A. Gulotta stated that Johnny Ullrich would know if there is a need for communication services and he will follow up on that.

Jim Larkin wanted to know who owns the tower.  Atty. Murray stated that National Grid sold the wireless division of their company to Light Tower in September of ’07.  R. Wood said that the company is supposed to notify the Town, including the Planning Board, of ownership changes within 30 days.  

R. Wood asked the attorney if she was aware that the bylaws require annual monitoring and after any major modification.  Atty. Murray said she has made no plans for monitoring.  The carriers on the tower would have to be involved so she’ll have to check with Light Tower.  

R. Wood asked  Atty. Murray’s help in getting the Light Tower  information  and Atty. Murray said she would provide that.  R. Wood cited the applicable bylaws.

R. Wood also asked Atty. Murray to see if she could get a statement from Light Tower saying that they understand their responsibilities and that they will do the monitoring after the major modification as required.

Atty. Murray will try to obtain a letter from the appropriate person at Light Tower that they understand their responsibilities under the bylaws and detailing their plans to address those responsibilities.  R. Wood stated that the letter can be mailed.  Atty. Murray did not have to be present at the hearing continuation.

At 8:35 PM, R. Wood  made a motion to continue this Special Permit hearing to 1/24/08 at 8PM.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Nadia Milleron, Secretary to the Planning Board

PAGE  
2
This institution is an equal opportunity employer.


