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APPROVED MINUTES 
Town of Sheffield 

Community Development Strategy  
 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
November 20, 2013 
Sheffield Town Hall 

 
Attendance  
Committee members: Rene Wood, Martin Mitsoff, Ed Lord, Kathy Orlando, Helen Johnston 
Members of the public: none 
BRPC staff: Patricia Mullins, Jaclyn Pacejo 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:09 pm. 
 

1. Housing 
Through brainstorm and discussion the committee had developed a number of key priorities for housing.  Based on the 
discussion, Rene drafted the housing section.  Martin condensed the housing draft.  At this present meeting the committee 
read the condensed draft and made further edits, resulting in the draft below: 
 
Sheffield seeks to promote and encourage a rich mix of housing options such as rental homes and apartments, accessory 
apartments, private residences, senior, workforce and affordable housing, through the use of infill and wise land 
management to retain and attract a vibrant population of all income levels.  Sheffield is dedicated to increasing its 
percentage of affordable housing stock. 
 

1. Use public forums and other means, in cooperation with Sheffield’s Housing Commission, to inform residents of 
Sheffield’s Housing Needs Assessment study findings and recommendations.  

 Promote awareness of owner and tenant responsibilities and how neglect of either lessens availability of 
rental units. 

 Facilitate a public forum on Sheffield’s housing needs where those seeking housing arrangements may 
understand current options and opportunities. 

2. Assess and seek funding (such as CDBG) both independently and in connection with regional partners to 
rehabilitate and preserve existing housing stock; evaluate and implement options for private funding to acquire 
housing stock for workforce and affordable rental/ownership purposes; evaluate programs aimed at providing 
quality housing for Sheffield’s fire and safety personnel and other community members. 

 Increase awareness of existing programs and available homeowner/developer incentives and provide 
guidance for those who may qualify, including examples of how large homes may be reconfigured to 
support aging in place, an accessory apartment, duplex and/or multi-family units, for example. 

 Explore partnerships with private or non-profit sources to fund, develop and administer targeted programs 
that benefit Sheffield residents and their families. 

 Evaluate use of Town-owned and private land for housing use, long term subsidized land lease, or sale, 
with any generated funds used for targeted new housing stock. 

 Evaluate CPA and other local sources of revenue as dedicated funding to achieve housing objectives. 
3. Review and amend as needed Zoning By-Laws and General By-Laws to support the Town’s housing goals 

through options such as accessory apartments; clustered development; 99-year land leases; smaller lot sizes and 
smaller/cottage homes; infilling and mixed use in village centers; and other types of smart growth developments. 

4. Explore housing opportunities that support economic development such as affordable units for 18-34 year-olds; 
senior housing close to Town and services; and in-home services.  

-Difference between a commission and a committee: A commission requires voter approval in formation and charter, 
whereas a committee is appointed. 
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-10% affordable housing stock would likely be a difficult target for the town to reach; include a line about “working with 
regional partners” to demonstrate we are not viewing issues in isolated fashion. 
 

2. Administrative 
Homework 
-Rene will begin condensing the beginning of the CDS and will start drafting the Commonwealth’s Sustainable 
Development Principles piece. 
-Martin will combine the Open Space and Recreation pieces and make committee-approved edits to the housing section. 
-Phyllis and Kathy will draft Land Use section. 
-Committee members will look at draft CDS sections and assess whether it includes actionable items and clear references 
to funding. 
-Committee members will consider the priority list and which items to include. 
-BRPC will send the committee a primer on CDBG uses. 
 
November 6 minutes 
- The following edit was suggested: “Extra information and brainstorming sheets can be included as an 
appendix for the Town.”   Rene made a motion to accept the November 6, 2013 meeting minutes as presented with the 
proviso that if any committee members find discrepancies between the minutes and their notes, then the minutes can be 
adjusted.  Ed seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion passed. 
 
November 14 minutes 
-The following edit was suggested: “K. Orlando and P. Webb will develop draft comments on Land Use and Growth 
Management for the next meeting.”  Rene made a motion to accept the November 14, 2013 meeting minutes as presented 
with the proviso that if any committee members find discrepancies between the minutes and their notes, then the minutes 
can be adjusted.  Helen seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion passed. 
 
Next meeting(s) 
-Next meeting will be December 4 from 4-7 pm at the Sheffield Town Hall and we can order pizza. 
-An additional overflow meeting (if necessary) is scheduled for December 11 from 4-7 pm at the Sheffield Town Hall. 
-The tentative date for the appropriate Select Board meeting is December 16.  Rene will confirm this date. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:50 pm. 


