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January 28, 2014

RE: Passenger Rail Station Location and Design Analysis Study

The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) and the Housatonic Railroad Company are moving
forward with the next phase of the comprehensive passenger rail station location and design analysis
study along the Housatonic Rail Line from New York City to the Berkshires.

To date, BRPC has conducted research, a land use suitability analysis, field work and two public
meetings. Through these efforts, we have identified potential areas in your community where a station
might be located and would like your community’s participation in a working group session to:

= Review identified areas for a potential passenger rail station,
= Prioritize potential locations
= Provide additional insights in a working group session.

We hope that you and Sheffield public officials will join us on Wednesday February 19, at the Sheffield
Town Hall {6:30 p.m.).

For additional information, please look at our website (www.berkshireplanning.org) or contact Project
Manager Brian Domina at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x14.
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A. Criteria for Passenger Rail Station Location—Municipal Level
To objectively compare Target Areas in all communities along the Housatonic rail line, a set of
criteria were selected to evaluate the extent to which a passenger rail station would maximize
economic impact to the community, maximize access and connectivity to and from the
community, complement ongoing community development efforts, fit with community
character, avoid and minimize operational difficulties while avoiding and/or mitigating adverse
impacts. The list below demonstrates how these criteria were measured.

1. Maximize economic impact to the community
a. Number of major employers within or near Target A
b. Extent of existing commercial use in Target Area
¢. Number of places of accommodation and dining

ments within or near Target Area

d. r near Target Area
2.

a.

b.

c.

d. Public transportation servic

e. Pedestrian and cycling acces

3. Complement community developm
a. ldentification

Presence of w source area or river protection area

Number of broWn 'rélds

B. Ranking for Passenger Rail Station Target Areas —Sheffield
By applying the above criteria, Target Areas in Sheffield were evaluated and ranked.

1. Sheffield Center 4. Rannapo Road/Ashley Falls Road
Cook Road 5. Sheffield Town Line to Sheffield
3. West Stahl Road to Connecticut State Egremont Road
Line
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Target Area Strengths and Opportunities Challenges

Cook Road

S R !
Track cuts through 100 yr.
floodplain
ahitat area
Pi'iority Conservation Area to
immediate west of track
¢ Senior Center is located within
this target area
G

. : SRS = o =
e imodation ¢ Priority conservation area
Some density *  Habitat

Pavement management results in

Commercial district
*  Minimal commercial or retail use
Served by 7A

50




Draft Narrative —Sheffield

The following target areas in Sheffield were analyzed and ranked in accordance with the Evaluation
Criteria for Passenger Rail Station Locations — Municipal Level.

TARGET AREA RANKINGS (1 to 6)

Sheffield Center

Cook Road

West Stahl Road to State Line

Ashley Falis/Rannapo Road

Town Line To Sheffield/Egremont road

ik wNe

Of Note: The entire community of Sheffield is a Massachusett: omic Target Area. The return of
passenger rail service and implications of increased train travel through Sheffield is noted in the 2005
Sheffield Master Plan as well. ' ‘

Discussion:

offers three dining establishments.
ial and retail activity. A recent

ail were to return to the region. Because Sheffield
uld also need to be addressed. While not

Ranking: First (1)

Cook Road: The Cook R rea is just north of Sheffield Center, ranging from the intersection of
Main Street with Shefﬁeld/E»g" ont Road down to Cook Road. This smaller target area is zoned as a
commercial district and served by Route 7. It has relatively high density. Pavement management audit
resulted in a “fair” description. It has also been noted that the Sheffield Senior Center is located within
this Target Area.

Ranking: Second {2")



Draft Narrative —Sheffield

West Stahl Road to State Line: This target area stretches down from the intersection of Route 7A and
West Stahl Road down to the Connecticut State line along Old State Road. This target area does contain
constraints of concern, including FEMA 100 yr. floodplains. It is zoned as a rural district. The constraints
are most notable where the line intersects with the river, and there is increased density between East
Main Street, East Stahl Road and Clayton Road. Accessible via Route 7 and Route 7A, this area is
currently not served by public transportation. This Target Area could capture South Berkshire riders, as
well as riders from nearby communities in Connecticut.

Ranking: Third (3")

Ashley Falls/Rannapo Road: This target area stretches from f Pike Road, and descends along

d is higher in density than
get area. Pavement

better be suited for a regional station.
Ranking: Fourth (4")

Town Line to Sheff' eld Egr

is very constrained. Though zoned for general
Sheffield Center. While the section of this Target

n Sheffield Center. This section is also served by Route 7. In terms
; loyers within this target area; no top cultural or recreational
destinations and it is not curren erved by BRTA. Physical constraints include FEMA 100 yr. flood
plains; habitat for rare or enda ered species to immediate west of track, and priority conservation area
to the west of the track. The reason why this target area is ranked second is due to the unconstrained
area to the north. While not an ideal local station location, it could perhaps be a good location for a
regional station.

Ranking: Fifth (5)
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