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APPENDIX 4

Municipal Comparison Report

In this report the Town of Sheffield is compared to other municipalities in Massachusetts with similar characteristics in terms of population, social-economic conditions, and/or geography. Three Criteria were used in this analysis:

· Population: Municipalities with Populations between 2,000 and 5,000

· Location: Municipalities in Berkshire County

· Socio-Economic Characteristics – Based on the State’s classification as an “Resort/Retirement/Artistic’ Community

“Report/Retirement/Artistic Communities (RRA)” are part of a classification system devised by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) based on socio-economic characteristics such as employment and business types, location, income, and other financial criteria.  Four towns in South Berkshire County qualify as RRA communities including Egremont, Sheffield, Stockbridge, and West Stockbridge. Lenox is identified as a “growth community”. Lee is identified as a “rural economic center”, and Great Barrington an “urbanized center”.
  

Based on these criteria, there are a total of 93 towns (including Sheffield) in the comparison. In all, there are 32 communities in Berkshire County, 44 communities with populations between 2,000 and 5,000, and 40 communities RRA classification.  Several of these communities fit 2 or more of the criteria for comparison to Sheffield.

The most comparable municipalities to Sheffield were those that meet all three of the criteria as Sheffield does. There is only one other community, Stockbridge, that meets all three criteria.  There are two other communities (Cheshire and Lanesboro) that meet the criteria for Location and Population; 11 other communities that meet the RRA and Location Criteria, and 9 communities that meet both Population and RRA criteria. 

� Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR), “Kind of Community” Report, 904b.xls
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